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9 10 will 15 nevdlets to engroſs your time with 
ad along train of criticiſms on the epithet adopted 
by the wiſe man; whether it is to be conſider= |} 
cd as knowledge oppoſed to ignorance; as 1 
eſſential attribute of Deity i in oppolition to an 
acquired principle; as perſonal in contra- 
diſtinction to figurative; as applied to Chriſt, 
the divine Logos, or to Religion 1 in general, as 
the only teſt of true wiſdom. Theſe are 
matters, we humbly 1 imagine, of no conſider- 
able moment to our preſent purpoſe, and 
therefore may relieve ourſelves from that in- : 
ſipid dulneſs which commonly. attends. a la- = 
"us inveſtigation®, 1 „ 
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The metaphor in the. text will 3 us Ko 
with the following propoſitions : That Reli- 
gion in general is a deſirable object; binn | 

the Chriſtian diſpenſation in particular 
5 OO" to our wiſhes wand therefore, 1 chat i it 


* Although the Author has but hinted. at the AGAR} : 
4 opinions of the Learned on this controverted ſubject in te 
body of the diſcourſe, they who wiſh to have it more 
amply diſcuſſed, may fatisfy themſelves * conſulting 
© Poole's ee in loc. Vol. ii, p. 1 5 15. ; 
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= L 3 N e 
- is oe duty of Chriſtians o forward this in- 
valuable — 5 


„ es in general is a defirable 
object, whether conſidered in itſelf—as it re- 


ſpects e as connected with the human | 
es mind. | | pris | 


| Te is defrable, fred in itſ6if. By Reli- : 
- gion we ſoar to an infinitely glorious Being, 


diſplaying unnumbered perfections anne 


| = _ oully diſpoſed, and — to the moſt exalted 1 


e e 


. She carries us to view 155 e 8 8 
: 8 of Providence, diſpoſing the ſeveral 
orders of nature; fitting every part to cor- 
. reſpond with the whole; pervading the habit- 
able globe; | guarding the ſmalleſt inſect of 1 
5 the duſt; clothing the lilies of the field, feed- 
ing the ravens when they cry, and watching, 5 


with valpicjons tenderneſs, the intelligent part 15 
e of creation“. 1 


Prom thence ſhe conduRts us to the ſcenes of 


3 Immortality, and whiſpering. to the mind, that 7 


„ Mundus adminiſtratur providentif deoram, Hdemquo RN 
. conſulunt rebus humanis, nec ſolum univerſis verum etiam | 


e ; 
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heaven is her native home, tells her to exert. 


thoſe noble faculties of which ſhe is con- 


ſcious, and that, though the body is gradually 8 
ſinking to the duſt, yet her "POR will continue : 
to exiſt ar 1 


ae is not a mere e ſpeculative ae 
that amuſes the underſtanding without diſ- 

dloſing any valuable acquiſitions, for it opens 

a4 a rich ſtore of knowledge, and raiſes the mind 


ol man with an elevation ſuperior 10 che moſt 
„ refined attainments. hi 


9 455 
* 


1 . we may not be borne: away on >. 


* of enthuſiaſm, devoid of rational _ :F 
ciples, 0:2 us conſider Religion 45 . pets = 
. EP a | COS. es Gn * 


Wich the en ee to learning 
5 and abilities, we imagine they miſtake its 
: nature, Who conſider it in a political ſenſe, 1 85 
as a mere ſcourge i in the hand of ſecular power, 
to keep the world in awe. The firſt ane - *- 
22 nobleſt idea of Religion 1 1s a tendency to peace, - 
Wich imperceptibly wins on the judgment. 
Admitting that creeds of human policy were 
ſternly enjoined, they might ſecure obedience 
without conviction, but moſt probably would 
Ki ferment rebellion | in generous and noble ſpirits, 


5 who 


| : 8 8 


oy 7 9 )- 
nn | who ſpurn the idea of reſtraint as ; weak and ; 
contemptible. 5 


That the lower orders of Society have been 
. impoſed on, is a fact too notorious to be diſ- 
puted. But may not this ariſe from a want of 
education, and from a certain reverential ſub- | 
miſſion to prieſts and ſuperiors, inſtilled by 
parents into the minds of the young? While LE I! 
the Roman pontiff ſwayed the ſceptre of inn | 
, fallibility in theſe realms, it was univerſally | — 
, e- caſe.— Nevertheleſs, were the minds of —. 
5 the vulgar left unbiaſſed by menaces and _ 
threats, and exhorted to judge of Religion by - 
"4-20: internal excellence, with deference we os 7 
4 ** would be an eſſential bleſſing to Society. 
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5 e Pure and unmixed Religion would: make 
a: princes virtuous from its ſober tendency; wiſe Ke” 
a by! its prudent maxims; lenient by i its generous | 1 on 
i /- | origins: and. mighty by the patronage = 
divine Author. For the ſame reaſons, me 
may expect good ſenators; able magiſtrate; 

loyal ſubjects; obedient citizens, and honeſt | £ 
tradeſmen *, a Fr ] 
' "VE Religion being every man? 's great Intent, every TRE 
4% one's work or duty, the community, according tothe ©: 
* ſenſe of the civil law, is injured by the contempt that i bn. 
"m8 Rong your hy ds ths ow affronts and violations of it, 
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TEF 
I: may juſtly be replied, his is good * 
theory, but experience too often contradicts 


the whole. But not to inſiſt that much virtue 


may be concealed, the apparent want of ſuc- | 


| ceſs is not in the ſyſtem, but in the perſons. 
We have not ſaid the effect is certain, but that 
it zends to the good of Society; and if ies 
members are vicious, it muſt be aſcribed either 
0; thoughtleſſneſs, or bad example, or cor- 


rupted habits, | or refined notions, which are 


the fatal engines that undermine the ſtable. | 
| baſis of this generous principle. | CEE wo 


But conlider i it in ünöcher poſition: ; 60 What _ „ 
would Society be, totally deſtitute of Reli- _ 
ec gion; ? A mere ſtate of barbarity and 
cConfuſion, if we judge from thoſe dark corners 

| WW” the earth, where little more than carnage : 

Es and cruelty are ſeen 1 in their ſtreers, Again, 


3 


” connected with the human mind. Although, bß 
the ſeeds of Apoſtacy, it is depraved and irre- 

gular, there is, in the boſoms of ſome, a thirſt 
for virtue, and i in all, a wiſh t to . the con- ; 


« which every man, as in a common aue, is ; therefore, 5 
0 concerned to prevent.“ 5 


See eee, See. «for Reform of Manners, p. 8 3. . 
e ſcience a 


try 


ſcience 5 pleaſure which every one 


allows, and which alone is ſecured from chis 


9 facred — 


8 intereſt in the favour of Heaven . 

1 Jaberaal witneſs of right conduct, a calm ſa- 

tisfaction that all is exemplary and uſeful, 
renders Religion a moſt deſirable object, eſ ſpe- 
cially as expoſed to the trials of life. It is 

not exalted. ſtations, nor dignity, nor wealth, 
nor poſſeſſions, that can always remove our 

5 troubles, however they alleviate; otherwiſe Bel- 

fſnazzar had not trembled when he drank Wine 
before his nobles. But this divine Patronefſs 
inſures compoſure, by infuſing a balm which 1 


| heals the wrankling wound of deſpondency : 


ſhe ſoars with triumph above the calamities 
ok nature, and braves the arrows of death, 
which are ſcenes that try the moſt athletic 
cConſtitution of mind. Philoſophy may _—_ 
to amuſe; refinement may feign a victory . 
ſtoiciſm affect indifference; but true religion 
alone will enable us to bear away the palm, DH 
and waft us ſafe to thoſe manſions of bleſſed. 
| neſs, where peace and tranquillity flouriſh | SE 


| throughout eternal ages. 


5 11 3 grieve 1 us to extol our ſubject . 
its merit (if chat were poſſible), or by our 
| ; encomiums Z 
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T 8 5 | 
encomiums to irritate the paſſions of any; 
but we cannot be perſuaded otherwiſe than 
that Religion in general 1 is deſirable, whether 
| conſidered in itſelf, as it reſpects OM or . 5 


as connected with the human mind * * 
. aa 


a \This, however, is only the outline of excel · 


: lence, which will riſe in W when NE, bo 
conlider, | 1 x 


ere That ihe Chriſtian difpenfation 


is adequate to our moſt exalted wiſhes. The 
religion of nature receives diſtinguiſhed | im- 
provement from revelation, which is the ſtamp _ 
„ : of divinity, that we are not following cunningly _ 
deviſed fables. Let us inveſtigate the ſubjeck . 
5 point of evidence, knowledge, (diſcipline; : 
: dad comfort. Yo FOES cn 5 


Is . r as Chriſtian en 


| a is. adequate to our wiſhes. It cannot be 
expected that any thing new will ariſe on a 
ſubject which has been traverſed with ſo much 
N care for ſo many centuries, and by far abler 8 
bs judges than the ſpeaker; but, 1n order to im- 
: preſs the mind vich the i importance of what m 


+ 


* Hoe opus, hoc 1 parvi properemus et r ampli 55 
Si Patri fenen ſi nobis vivere carl, 5 
> | Hos. * lib. i i, 3. 1. 28. 


„F 


Ty y 


. with to promote, it may not be FI to ſay 
ſomething on the evidence of our religious 


creed. 


| We are not looking to Hod, and prieſts, | 
A nor bowing with implicit faith to the mandates 
of an imperious Pontiff; we appeal to a no- 
dDler ſtaridard, and call the prophecies of the 
85 old to ſubſtantiate the credibility of the new TY 
covenant. We look with veneration to patri- 
archs and prophets, who predicted events to 
take place in fullneſs of time, which might e 


Sh ſcatter che clouds of * and error. 


ed to e l a log + train NE] 9 
. Fat undoubted and convincing“. Thoſe e 
under the Law, ſufficiently proved the honeſty _ 2 
i and power of the holy men who ſpake as they 1 
were moved by the Holy Ghoſt, while the mi- 
racles of Jeſus evidently atteſt the truth of his 
miiſſion, being ſuch as could not be miſtaken; 
3 eee in their kind, performed. at t ſeaſons | 


* 4 . 8 ain Cypri ug Dionyſios 5 
85 « Areopogita, &c.) chm eſſent; cur homini ignominiola 
8 0 morte affecto ſe cultores addixerint; nulla poteſt cauſa 
* reddi, præter hanc unam, quod diligenti inquiſitione, TY 
aqduales viros prudentes in maximi momenti negotio 
4 decet, comperiſſent, veram et firmis teſtibus ſubnixam 4 


„ fuiſſe famam quæ de miraculis, &c. ? 


Vid Gro. de Verit. Religionis , Lit. I. cap. iy. 85 
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the moſt' important and conſpicuous, Before 4 
multitude of enemies, ſome of whom declared; 
BY Wet never la it on chis faſhion ?“. Ft 


Add to WP the + phil employed 1 to pro- 


Ns pagate the deſign ; who were no better than a 
few honeſt fiſhermen, capable of ſpeaking on 
what they ſaw and heard from their reformer, 
and who muſt quickly have been ſilenced, had 
they not been inſpired of Heaven, and patro- 
nized by ſupernatural power. At the ſame 
time, we obſerve, that the four Evangeliſts 1 
late their ſtory with the utmoſt ſimplicity, and _ 
in whatever is eſſential, agree in their narrative. 1 
After wards follow the apoſtles, who bore ample 
teſtimony to the truth of the whole. Thus 5 
Prophecy and miracles, evangeliſts and apoſtles, . 
(to ſay nothing farther on their doctrines and 
5 precepts, the integrity of their minds, and the 
piety of their lives) riſe up as ſo many monu- 
maents of the excellence of our religion, and 
make it adequate to our higheſt wiſhes; fo 
that if any are dubious, 1 hear not Moſes 
and the prophets, Chriſt and his diſciples, nei- 
ther would they be perſuaded though one roſe 
from the dead F,—That Jeſus roſe triumphant, 
b the chief corner ſtone of our ſpiritual boild- 
ing. bo 25 5 


. Mark i li, 12. Al 4 Luke xvi, 31. 


Tin 3 


Again, —We are to conſider our religion in 


point of knowledge, which will prove it equal to 
Qur wiſhes, Next to the evidence of our creed 


is the object of our faith; and we modeſtly 0 
think, that clearer diſcoveries need not have 
becn handed down by revelation, which does 
not imply a perfection of knowledge, fince it 
leaves room for the exerciſe of our credit. Let 
us take the leading g principles of our belief, and 
look to a God poſſeſſed of infinite perfections, 

. _ endearing and ſublime, He is juſt, holy, wiſe, 
and good; he is a ſpirit, and to be worſhipped 8 
in ſpirit and in truth; he is happy in himſelf, d 

but condeſcending i in his nature, for he | is good | 
| to all, and his tender mercies are over all his 
works; his eyes are in every place, beholding 
the evil and the good“; he guards his intelli- 
| gent creatures from the peſtilence which walks 
--:- darkneſs, and the deſtruction which rages r 
noon day, and oraciouſly ſhelters the. abate „ 
8 of his power beneath the wing of his merciful 5 
providence. From thence we riſe to the me- 
meds of his grace, which angels deſire to look 
into f. Could we expect a clearer diſcovery =. 
: ſpecting pardon, acceptance, ſanctification, =_ 
eternal life, when we view an incarnate Saviour 5 
95 empried of his glory, humbling himſelf e even to 


* "EL 3 1 u ket. i. 12. 
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TE, | 
the death of crucifixion, dying the Juſt for the 
unjuſt, and working out an everlaſting righ- 


teouſneſs; while his goſpel raiſes the eye of 
ma deſty to view the bleeding victim, and to be 8 
5 ſtrong i in faith, giving glory to God? „„ 


"ta we e doubt of mid; when we ga 


7; with Peter and John to the ſepulchre, and hear 
the appointed angel tell us, he is not here, but 
liſen as he ſaid®? that he triumphed over death 
= "0 the grave, bore away the ſpoils of victory, 5 
and led captivity captive? Oh! glorious reli- 
gion, which correſponds with our wiſhes, as face _ 
anſuwers to face in the mirror! We muſt not 1 
"ew be faithleſs, but believe on the deore; „„ 
5 of ſuch | dra res ne rol ; as ar 76 


7 "Winds we ; conſider | it in point 1 Alſtiplve; . 
When Catholies can fix on one text that en= 
courages licentiouſneſs, Proteſtants will bow | 
wuoith veneration to his Holineſs ; but while we 
= behold a jealous God, an immaculate Saviour, 
ſacred injunctions, and a bleſſing on the pure 
in heart, we ſpurn with contempt ſuch impoſi- 
tion and folly. If the papiſts pretend our Bible 
is ſpurious, we leave the maſt inferior capacity 
do judge, whether theirs is ſtamped with the 
1 feal of Hemven, ſince God is of purer eyes 


* Mah. xxviii. 6. ; 


than 


Ew : þ 
than to behold iniquity, Proteſtants ate not 
left to fallible guides, unconcerned for the ho- 


nor of God as a patron of piety; for the repu- 
tation of Chriſt as a preacher of righteouſneſs; 
for men of every deſcription, that they may be 
ſtrictly virtuous; otherwiſe, like the Church 
of Rome, they would have had a number of 
ſalvos and indulgences for crimes the moſt hi- 
deous and deteſtable. Our religion is what 
ve could wiſh it to be, a code of purity reach- 
ing the thoughts and intents of the heart; de- 
ſpiſing hypocriſy as a cloak for our vices, 
cCenſuring with freedom the corruptions of _ 


men; while it enjoins a reverence for God, 


a veneration for Chriſt, an affection to N „ 
other, ſubmiſſion to governors, equity in our . 
gdaealings, peace in our conſtitution, reſpect to. 
i ſuperiors, liberality to the poor, devotion in 
our cloſets, and examples in all holy living, 55 7 
promiling that thoſe who are faithful unto 
dieath ſhall receive a crown of life. And is 
not this ſufficient for every honeſt enquirer, to 
endear him to that ſyſtem which coincides ſo 
exactly with the deſires of mankind! ? If it does 4 
not ſucceed, we muſt blame defaulters, while , 


we eralt the religion? , 5 


15 * 46 e there i 1s among us, te fav FN | 

learned Dr. Lardner, * a great deal of vice and irreligion, 

Dy which all ou men n obſerve with grief: and concern; but 
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In point of comfort, the E religion 1 is 


Aa adequate to our moſt ſanguine expectations. In 
this world of tears and diſappointment, we need 
ſupport, leſt we grow faint and weary in our 
minds: and, although it is a ſtate of trial, the 
Deity has made proviſion for the ſorrows of 
apoſtacy, that we might not lament as they 
who are without hope. In every age of Chriſti- 
anity, there have been ſprings of divine ſup- 
„ drawn from this inexhauſtible ſource. 
There is no ſuffering ſo ſevere, but what the 
: Holy Scriptures can alleviate, if not remove. 5 
The Founder of our religion took part of the 
ſame, that he might know how to pity and 
ſuccour the afflicted. In his life, we ſee an 
anxious concern to relieve the miſerable, to 
ſupply the needy, to heal the ſick, to wipe off . 
„ tears of diſtreſs, to comfort the mourner, 1 
and prepare immortal ſpirits for their great 
e hangen and he now exiſts as our advocate 


. gi, ih it, if1 we are 3 juſt tc to our 1 
1 ſtances, ſure we have ſome reaſon to glory o over ſome of 5 
35 our neighbours i in that reſpect. 3 OT ED 


Lardner! s Pref. to Vind. of Three ie our Bl PT Saview! s % - 
Miracles, p. ix. 2 | 


1 To =" 8 purpoſe the 1 00 to; Benſon 8 
Whatever vices the Chriſtians have any where intro- 

oe duced, all. theſe things ought to be condemned. And 

c they are condemned in the Chriſtian Revelation.“ 


© Benſo 5 3 * the VER Aſp: Fertiv. 9 258. x 


t TE ) 
and friend, to 'Beftow on believers 690.2 reviv:- 


ing cordials which animate them to tread the 
paths of Piety. 


diere we find promiſes ſure and certain, ; 


e on the being of an unchangeable God; 


| here we behold the Heir of all things a man of 

bY | ſorrows. and acquainted with grief; here we 
learn that afflictions are to make us more 
watchful of our paſſions, more devotional in 

bob tempers, more patient in ſufferings, more 

5 reſigned to Heaven, and better aired for the 74 


da Lad of celeſtial On. XY 


5 11 is dhe only religion which: can e us 7 
ON depart | in peace, ſince the hope of immortality 0 
is not obſcured by doubtſul ſuſpence, A 

RY clearly revealed to the eye of faith, ſo that te 
virtuous may paſs through the ſhadow of duth 

. compoſure, to ſhare with the juſt made ; 
perfect, that ſublime felicity which eye hath bn Fu 

not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor hath 1 it entered | in- — 14 


to the mind to conceive. 


_ "Ola wk leaf ure; F here endoavaitrel bo. 
revive in your boſoms thoſe familiar (though _ 
important) ideas, which render the ſyſtem of 
WY Chriſtianity a moſt valuable depoſit, and con- 
firm ns obſervation of. Solomon—f whoſo _ 
5  findeth 
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7: 16 . | 
fiadeth her findech life,“ and Aatter tas ye . 


are not inſenſible of the Privilege. but will 8 
agree with us; e 


TI HIRDLY, Ii is ibs duty of Chriſtians to for- 
ward this e e 17 85 | 


He muſt poſſeſs a mache ak who. ho of ; \ 


enjoyments his fellow- creatures cannot taſte, | 
and be devoid of common humanity, who does 


not wiſh to relieve the miſeries of this fallen 
Nate; ; nevertheleſs, we truſt, the reflection will 


- not apply to this reſpectable auditory, whoſe - 
| preſence beſpeaks a generous OP: to the 
os nobleſt cauſe. | e | 


. 


& 7 was our primary tence to have cloſed 


5 the ſubje& with an exhortation, that miniſters 
might ſupport religion by their inſtruſtions, 
| good people advance it by their example, the 
truly devout promote it by their prayers, and 
All extend it by liberal benevolence,—Theſe 
thoughts muſt be waved, while ye permit us 
to enforce the duty of this "Oy. more ene 5 
: than we intended at firſt, 


The ;nſtinipion bene us graces ; the hoe | 


at the head; and I eſteem it an honour to re- > 5 
5 commend T. be oo for 2 propagating Chriſtian 


© 20 "or W 


om, C49 1 _ 
Knowledge in the Highlands and /flands of Scot- 
land, and among the Indians in America, If the 
ſituation of a country be unfortunate for im- 
provement; if Popery is a growing and de- 5 
ſtructive evil; if the Proteſtant cauſe is an ob 
ect of ſingular moment; if induſtry or ceco- 
nomy be worthy of commendation ; or a pious 
affection for immortal ſpirits ought „„ FI 
couraged, we perſuade ourſelves your benevo- Pl 
lence will appear with diſtinguiſhed ane 1 Eo 
at the cloſe of this ſeryice. 0 


= 11 appears Rot their ſummary account, that | 
N ſituation for improvement is bighly diſad- „ 
vontagecus. „ Their pariſhes in the High- 8 
« kinds are extenſive, being many of hem 155 
« from twenty to thirty computed miles in "A 
length, interſected with lakes, arms of tke 


6. ſun rapid rivers, and almoſt. impaſſable 5 
mountains, ſo that there! is not a third part 


„ ofthe people Who can receive any benefit 
f 3 cc from the parochial churches or ſchools *.” 
Think, then, with pious ſenſibility, of worthy F 
families detained from the temple, with their 
. little offspring buried in ignorance, for want 
of that inſtruction which their native ſituation 5 
denies them, and provide, by your philan- 1 
n Firopys a ener for their . 


e 
2 - _— 


* See Sum, Acc. bp: 4. 
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J the Cathalic Aria bs is a z growing and FOO 
Wy tive evil, It is ſaid by ſome, * that popery is 
e not what it was;” God forbid irs baneful - 
influence ſhould ever prevail, while the ſceptre 


ol Britain is waved by the Houſe of Hanover, 
Nevertheleſs it is well known that the princi- 
1 5 ples of the Catholic religion are the ſame; a 
unleſs thoſe principles exiſted, you could no 
2 longer call it popery. It is their wiſdom to be 
| ſilent where they will not be heard; it is their 


policy to be humble where they cannot exult; 


itt is their advantage to be lenient, when our 


cConſtitution prevents their cruelty; neverthe= 

=" Jo; they carry on their deeds of darkneſs by . 
flnneſie and art; and it is a ſcandal to a proteſtant gs 
c0̃.ountry that ſo many ſchools are permitted in 5 
the metropolis, to ſeminate the minds of our 


pouth with thoſe principles that are obnoxious 


do civil and religious intereſts, and which 3 | 


_ cretly undermine the cauſe of truth. Is it af- 5 


- firmed that popery is not the ſame it was in 
England, caſt your eyes to the iſlands and 
pariſhes of Scotland, where they are over- 


run with deſigning pricſts, and: a blinded mul- 
titude*, | 1 


* wm year paſſes in which the Society 5 
tte not well informed of the progreſs of popery in different 


155 ” parts of the Highlands. Very lately i it has been certi- 


8 2 We Hem, that, 1 in the Faik wy Lochalſh, and that 
1 hi | „ a. | ce geigh- 


,, 
The pariſh of Bara conſiſts of the inand at. 


Bara, which contains 1300 ſouls, of whom 


3 8446 are papiſts, ſo rare only Li Proteſtants fy 
remain. 15 


. | Another, containing 928 fools, off wh Os 
824 are E-papitls, N only four F proteſt St 
| ants. . 172 | | „ 


— i 1 containing 1 PIETY of whom . 
: * are papiſts, with here and there a prieſt 5 
bY conſtantly reſiding, who, together with the 5 
the laity, are Sails decoying the weak = 
isnorant, thereby deceiving the populace, ang 
. ny; the religion of Jeſus, notwithſtand- 5 
5 & Peper is not what it was. F inder, 


EI F the Proteſtant canje i is an jet a f air Ts 
wn moment, we ſhould freely contribute to aſſiſt ibis 
noble inſtitution. . Ihe Catholics are erecting | 
ſchools in ſeveral parts; printing books of the 5 
moſt deſtructive nature, and embracing every FROG 
ſeaſon to eſtabliſh. their importance, and to 8 
injure the religion of proteſtants. | 'L herefore, „ 
if prieſteraft is deteſtable, if: ignorance ought Dn, 
| not to be the Puk of devotion, | if indul- 
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| « 8 N are 1 150 perſons . kin theſe 
„ ſive years, have been perverted by popiſh prieſts. "—Y, et 

bY Fa: 15 not what it aas . See Sum. Acc. p. 10. | 
gens”. : _ ey gences | 


1 20 J. ; 
gences are the revenue of popes, if ſeminaties 
for learning are only nurſeries for bigotry and 
revenge, we rationally hope your hands will 
ſupport that cauſe your forefathers ſo bravely 
maintained, and diſcover to this amiable So- 

ciety, that ye are friends to truth wherever 
ye find her, or by whomſoever the is & oak 
ronized, Eſpecially when 


| kr exhibits, 10 ds ricky place, economy and 
labour as the baſis of its generoſity. The Ma- 


0 nagers inform us, that the whole annual re _ 
venue in Scotland does not exceed J. 2000, 


I which there is not above J. 1 500 applicable 


| to their main object, * the propagation of . 
8 8 religion in the Highlands and n. 


yet, on this ſmall revenue, they now maintain ; 
: about 180 ſchools, and educate about 70% 


young people, which could not be done, if > 
Directors of the Inſtitution were not ſtrictly 


mindful of the ſtate of the pariſhes, and re- 5 
| quiring the inhabitants, as far as they can 


afford it, to contribute in part to the ſchool- 
DD maſter, by a ſmall quarterly fee, and furniſh 


ing t them with a houſe and ſchool- houſe, with | 


it, and a cow's graſs; ſo that, by this fru- "FE 


= management, many have heard the joy- 
ful ſound of the Goſpel, and been bleſſed witn 
Its s liberty, ho would otherwiſe have been 


 fertered TU 


"© > }- 


; fettered with. the ſhackles A popery and des | 


* 


1 


Nor 60 they encourage 2 and eld, ; 
| ſince objects of this charity are bred up in 
| uſe eful manufaQures ; money given to apprentice 1 
their children among each other, thereby Es. 
tending commerce, and lengthening the cords, Tn” 
and ſtrengthening the ſtakes of genuine reli- N 
| gion. It is obvious, however, that without 
our aſſiſtance their finances would be ſo di- 
| miniſhed they could not extend their plan 


(which, after their primary object, is) to 


. cc aſſiſt their fellow-creatures i in abe wilds 5 
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To coalelu=F's P | pious 22 * So 
| bin is to be encouraged, we perſuade ourſelves, 
: : your generoſity will appear with diſtinguiſhed 1 
liberality. Without diſparagement to other 
inſtitutions, we may rank this among the firſt 
In Point of importance, for what can a man 
give in exchange for his ſoul? Labour and in 
9 duſtry may clothe our bodies, ſupply our wants, 
and ſupport our families, while the ſoul remains 
naked and deſtitute, ignorant and depraved. 
And ſhall I, who enjoy the beams of religious _ 
truth, refuſe my aſſiſtance to chace away the 
clouds of error, that the rays of falyation 
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may Ant light and be e Snfotajort: 

and hope to thoſe miſerable objects, Who; 

- though they are not my native companions, 

are heleſs fellow immortals, and, by my 

| Iiberaliry may become aſſociates in the world : 
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© thepleaſingideaof meeting our beneficiaries at 
the tribunal of Jeſus, coming forward with eager 
ſteps, raiſing an eye, kindled as by the glory 5 
ER. heaven, to reflect the beams of gratitude, 
4 and with open arms to embrace this reſpectable 
aſſembly, whoſe. ee! . „„ 
=. - whoſe piety. and benev lenc . 
EIS channel of faithful aln fk . illuſtrious 
patrons, trained them up in knowledge, reſcued 
them from popery, conducted them by faith, 
and ſecured to them a crown of glory that will 5 
neyer fade, while Jeſus will invite you to _ 
BY diſtinguiſhed ſeats in bliſs, for as one ſtar 
differeth from another ſtar in glory, ſo will it 
be with the generous of this . at che 
1 58 aeſirneRtion < of. ; Fig Juſt. AMEN, : 
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